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This was our first year as 
an exhibitor at the 
tradeshow at the Montana 
Stockgrowers Convention 
held at the Metra in 
Billings, MT!  We had a 
booth with information 
available on the Livestock 
Nutrition Conference, 
Membership applications, 
Scholarship applications 
and the Annual Meeting.  
Thank you to all of you who 
stopped by and said “Hi”. 
 
Be sure to mark your calen-

(Continued on page 6) 

Happy New Year to you all! 
 
The Montana Feed Associ-
ation had a very successful 
and productive 2015.  To 
start the year off our Nutri-
tion Conference commit-
tee, put together with Dr. 
Rachel Endecott, MSU Ex-
tension Specialist, an in-
sightful MSU Livestock 
Nutrition Conference held 
in Bozeman, MT.  Please be 
sure to mark your calen-
dars for the 2016 MSU 
Livestock Nutrition 
Conference and Forum 
held on April 19 & 20th 
at the Best Western Gran 
Tree Inn, Bozeman, MT.  
More information and the 
agenda are available within 
this issue of Concentrates. 
 
Our Annual meeting held 
in Red Lodge in August 
was extremely successful.  
We had speakers such as 
Dr. Jesse Goff from Iowa 
State University, Dr. Dan 
Rule from the University of 
WY, Dr. Trey Patterson, 
President and CEO of the 
Padlock Ranch an AFIA 
update from Leah Wil-

kinson, Dr. John Paterson 
from NCBA and our friends 
from the MT Dept. of Ag, 
Andy Gray, Bob Church 
and Falina Hutchinson.  
Due to the generosity of 
our membership and spon-
sors of the annual meeting, 
Montana Feed Association 
will be awarding three 
$1000 scholarships to Ani-
mal Science and AgriBusi-
ness students at the Mon-
tana Nutrition Conference 
and Livestock Forum.  If 
you know of a student fit-
ting that description please 
get them in touch with us 
at mon-
tana.feed@gmail.com.  
Thank you to Joe Seder 
and Dr. Jim Killen for pre-
paring their fantastic Tri-
Tip BBQ.  The Double R 
Ranch Tri-Tips were donat-
ed by Performix Nutrition/
AgriBeef . 
 
Thank you to our An-
nual Meeting Sponsors!
  
PLATINUM:  ALLTECH, 
PERFORMIX NUTRI-
TION/AGRIBEEF, CHS, 
WESTFEEDS, RICH-
ARDSON OILSEED, 
NUTRA BLEND 
 
GOLD:  NOVUS, KILLEN 
CORPORATION 
 
SILVER: ADM, WEST 
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Producers…

use this time 

to look at the 

entire 

operation to 

see where 

there are 

areas to build 

stronger 

immunity 

within our 

herds and 

reduce the 

need for 

antibiotic 

treatment. 

From Merck Animal Health's BRD Re-
port: From the Fence Post. This post is 
part of a series that focuses on under-
standing antibiotic resistance, defining 
what antibiotic stewardship means and 
how cattle producers can be better stew-
ards of antibiotic use. Brian Lubbers, 
D.V.M., Ph.D., Diplomate ACVCP, direc-
tor of the Microbial Surveillance Lab, a 
unit of the Kansas State Veterinary Di-
agnostic Laboratory, is a contributor for 
this series. 

In the previous post, we looked at some of 
the major changes that will come with the 
Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD). While 
the rule won’t be in full effect until Jan. 1, 
2017, veterinarians and producers can 
start planning and preparing now to tran-
sition to practices that are aligned with 
the mandate. 

Review current protocols 
Most of our commonly used feed-grade 
antibiotics will require a VFD order, so 
producers should work with veterinarians 
to determine which ones they’ve been 
using and whether they’ll be affected by 
the VFD. For example, producers will 
need a VFD order to feed chlortetracy-
cline to cattle for control of anaplasmosis, 
but a VFD is not required to feed 
monensin (Rumensin®) for prevention of 
coccidiosis. 

Identify a Plan B 
Producers also should check with their 
regular distributors to see if they plan to 
continue selling antimicrobials that fall 
under the VFD. If the distributor decides 
not to, producers will need to find anoth-
er path to getting those antibiotics in 
their feed. Look at options now so when a 
health issue arises, you have a plan in 

place. 

Err on the side of prevention 
Rather than approaching VFD require-
ments as meeting the bare minimum, I en-
courage producers to view this as an oppor-
tunity to improve practices as true 
“antimicrobial stewards.” Yes, producers 
will be required to have a relationship with 
a veterinarian to acquire medicated feed, 
but also use this time to look at the entire 
operation to see where there are areas to 
build stronger immunity within our herds 
and reduce the need for antibiotic treat-
ment. This might include adjusting nutri-
tion, improving cattle handling, updating 
facilities or reconsidering vaccination plans. 

Create a record-keeping system 
Producers must keep a copy of the VFD or-
der for a minimum of two years and provide 
the order for inspection by FDA upon re-
quest. The VFD regulations allow for both 
paper and electronic VFD orders (as long as 
they’re complete) and likely both forms will 
be used. Are you, your veterinarian and 
your feed distributor all planning to use the 
same form? Start now by getting that record 
system in place. 

The bottom line is that being ready for the 
VFD is about planning. And we can’t plan 
within an individual silo of producer or vet-
erinarian or feed distributor; there has to be 
communication among the three. For more 
information about how the VFD will impact 
you, click here. 

By Brian Lubbers, Kansas State University Ex-
tension, Nov. 17, 2015  

C O N C E N T R A T E S  

From the Fence Post: VFD Impact- 
Four suggestions for getting ready 

https://brdreport.wordpress.com/2015/07/14/implementing-antibiotic-stewardship-at-the-farm-level/
https://brdreport.wordpress.com/2015/07/14/implementing-antibiotic-stewardship-at-the-farm-level/
http://olathe.k-state.edu/people/faculty/lubbers.html
http://olathe.k-state.edu/centers-institutes/microbial-lab/
http://www.ksvdl.org/
http://www.ksvdl.org/
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm071807.htm
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has 
issued draft guidance for industry (GFI #233) 
entitled, “Veterinary Feed Directive Common 
Format Questions and Answers” to provide ani-
mal drug sponsors who are seeking approval 
for use of their drug in or on animal feed as a 
veterinary feed directive (VFD) drug with a rec-
ommended common format for a fillable form -- 
called a VFD -- that can later be used by veteri-
narians to authorize the use of the sponsor’s 
drug in feed. 

The draft guidance describes the requirements 

for sponsor submission of a VFD to FDA as part 

of the application process for approval of a new 

animal drug for use in or on animal feed as a 

VFD drug, as well as the required and optional 

information to be included on the VFD. The 

draft guidance also provides examples that il-

lustrate how a common VFD format might ap-

pear and how some of the information on the 

VFD may be pre-populated by a sponsor. By 

recommending a common format, the draft 

guidance is expected to help veterinarians, dis-

tributors (including feed mills), and animal pro-

ducers quickly identify relevant information on a 

VFD order. A common format is also expected 

to reduce the risk of a veterinarian making an 

error or leaving out required information when 

filling in the form. 

Guidance documents represent the FDA’s cur-

rent thinking on particular topics, policies, and 

regulatory issues. While “guidance for industry” 

documents are prepared primarily for industry, they 

also are used by FDA staff and other stakeholders to 

understand the agency’s interpretation of laws and 

policies. 

The FDA is accepting public comments beginning on 
December 1, 2015. To electronically submit com-
ments to the docket, visit www.regulations.gov and 
type FDA-2010-N-0155 in the search box. Please 
note that the docket will not be open to accept com-
ments until this date. The comment period will close 
60 days after it publishes in the Federal Register. 
While comments are welcome at any time, you 
should submit them by the closing date for the FDA 
to consider your comments in drafting the final guid-
ance. 

To submit your comments to the docket by mail, use 

the following address. Be sure to include docket 

number FDA-2010-N-0155 on each page of your 

written comments. 

Division of Dockets Management 
HFA-305 
Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
By FDA,  
Nov 30, 2015 

FDA Issues Draft Guidance on Veterinary 
Feed Directive Common Format 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/GuidanceforIndustry/UCM474640.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/GuidanceforIndustry/UCM474640.pdf
http://www.regulations.gov/
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The FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 
Technical Assistance Network is now operational 
and providing technical assistance to industry, 
regulators, academia, consumers and others re-
garding FSMA implementation. 

The Technical Assistance Network will address 
questions related to the FSMA rules, FSMA pro-
grams, and implementation strategies after the 
rules are final. We encourage stakeholders to first 
visit FDA’s FSMA webpage at www.fda.gov/
fsma, which contains detailed information on all 
aspects of FSMA, including implementation. The 
webpage includes Frequently Asked Questions 
about FSMA by topic area. FDA is implementing 
the Technical Assistance Network in two phases: 

 Phase 1 addresses inquiries related to the 
publication of FSMA rules and is operational. 

 Phase 2 will provide technical assistance to 
FDA and State staff performing inspections and 
supporting compliance activities; it will be imple-
mented by 2017 when preventive controls inspec-
tions are targeted to begin. 
Below are the key features of the Technical Assis-
tance Network: 

Inquiries may be submitted through a web form. 
The web form can be accessed atwww.fda.gov/
fsma. Go to Contact Us and then How to Con-
tact FDA on FSMA. 

 

 Inquiries are answered by FDA Infor-
mation Specialists or Subject Matter Experts, 
based on the complexity of the question. Com-
plicated questions may require more time for a 
response. FDA will respond to inquiries re-
ceived as soon as possible. However, response 
times may vary, due to complexity of question 
and the volume of inquiries we receive. 

 Once a question is submitted, the inquirer 
will receive notification of receipt and a case 
number to be referenced in future correspond-
ence. 
  

This message is broadcast by the Division of 
Communications, Office of Communications 
and Quality Program Management. 

Thank you, 
  
FDA/ORA 

Office of Communications and Quality Program 

Management 

Division of Communications 

Mailbox:  DivComm-ORA@fda.hhs.gov 

C O N C E N T R A T E S  

Inquiries are 
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FDA 

Information 
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or Subject 
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complexity 
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question.  

FSMA Technical Assistance Network 

http://www.fda.gov/fsma
http://www.fda.gov/fsma
http://www.fda.gov/fsma
http://www.fda.gov/fsma
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTA0LjUxMDE5MzIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTEwNC41MTAxOTMyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE1OTk4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmNodXJjaEBtdC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJjaHVyY2hAbXQuZ292JmZsPSZl
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTA0LjUxMDE5MzIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTEwNC41MTAxOTMyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE1OTk4JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmNodXJjaEBtdC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJjaHVyY2hAbXQuZ292JmZsPSZl
mailto:DivComm-ORA@fda.hhs.gov


pled with lower production due 
to drought, has led to in-
creased prices for meat prod-
ucts. 

The meat sector was signifi-
cantly impacted by disease—
avian influenza and porcine 
epidemic diarrhea virus—over 
the last few years, but the in-
dustry has rebounded. 

“We’re better at managing dis-
ease and it shows,” Meyer said. 

Although a stronger U.S. dollar 
has negatively affected impact-
ed trade, mandatory Country 
of Origin Labeling repeal 
averted retaliatory tariffs, 
which will help agricultural 
exports. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) could be a major devel-
opment for all species, espe-
cially beef and pork, in the 

coming years. 

“TPP is a game changer,” Mey-
er said. “It’s going to open up 
the Japanese market for lower 
value products that we haven’t 
been able to ship before.” 

Lower input costs have also 
helped the livestock and poul-
try sectors, and those costs are 
forecast to remain low in 2016, 
leading to expected production 
growth for beef, pork and poul-
try. 

Meyer also cautioned that several 

risks—trade disruptions, world 

economy and demand—could 

change the outlook for 2016. 

 

By Texas Farm Bureau Federa-

tion January 21, 2016  

Lower costs and higher pro-
duction are on the horizon for 
the livestock and poultry sec-
tors, according to Dr. Steve 
Meyer, vice president of Pork 
Analysis for EMI Analytics. 
Meyer addressed farmers and 
ranchers from across the coun-
try during a workshop at the 
American Farm Bureau Feder-
ation’s 97th Annual Conven-
tion & IDEAg Trade Show in 
Orlando, Fla. 

Sparked by lower fuel prices, 
consumers have more disposa-
ble income to spend on pro-
tein. 

“We have seen fundamental 
changes on the perception of 
animal fats, and there’s more 
interest in incorporating pro-
tein in diets,” Meyer said. “And 
consumers have been willing to 
pay for meat.” 

That consumer demand, cou-
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Lower Input Costs Expected for Livestock, 

Poultry 

C O N C E N T R A T E S  

http://www.cattlenetwork.com/users/texasfarmbureaufederation
http://www.cattlenetwork.com/users/texasfarmbureaufederation


dar for August 16th- 18th, 2016 for the Montana 
Feed Association Annual Convention to be 
held in Red Lodge at the Rock Creek Resort.  
This will be our first year at the Rock Creek Resort 
for the entire meeting venue.  We will break away for 
Fishing at the base of the Bear Tooth Mountains and 
Golf at the Red Lodge Golf and Country Club, Pig 
Races are back by popular demand. 
 

Count your blessings that we are so lucky to live in 
the United States of America. 
 
A successful and prosperous 2016 to you! 
 
Sonda Killen, PAS 
Montana Feed Association 
President 

 

 

512 N 7th Street 

Phone: 406-209-7533 

Fax: 406-234-6422 

E-mail: montana.feed@gmail.com 
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2016 

Please make check payable to: 

Montana Feed Association  

512 N 7th Street 

Miles City, MT 59301 

For more information or questions please call: 

Michelle Whiteside—Sec/Treas (406) 209-7533 


